
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-49
AMENDMENT TO REQUIREMENTS

FMC CORPORATION AND
DESIGNED BUILDING SYSTEMS, INC.
REMEDIAL ACTION PROGRAM
NEWARK, ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. This Board, on September 18, 1985 adopted Order No. 85-113,
waste discharge requirements for FMC Corporation and
Designed Building Systems, Inc. (hereinafter collectively
referred to as the discharger). The Order prescribes a
remedial action program and time schedule to correct a
situation whereby ground water in both the shallow and
Newark aquifer at the site has been polluted with primarily
ethylene dibromide (EDB).

2. Prohibition A.l of Order No. 85-113, prohibits the presence
of EDB in detectable concentrations in the shallow aquifer
beyond the compliance boundary around the zone of
contamination as delineated in Attachment A to Order No. 85­
113, unless the Board specifies an allowable concentration
in accordance with provision C.l and C.2, of said Order.

3. Pursuant to Provision C.l of Order No. 85-113, FMC
submitted, on April 1, 1986, a report titled "Addendum to
the Environmental Risk Assessment" addressing the
environmental consequences of allowing ethylene dibromide
(EDB) to migrate from the shallow zone at their site. Also
submitted at this time, as required by the same provision,
was a report titled "Evaluation of Shallow Zone containment
Al ternatives" which evaluated various containment methods
for the shallow zone of contamination. This report
concludes that, on a preliminary basis, hydraulic control of
EDB in the shallow aquifer by means of extraction wells is
feasible. Based on the environmental risk assessment, it is
appropriate to extend the compliance deadline for
Prohibition A.l pending field investigation and completion
of design of the hydraulic control system, which is
necessary to fully evaluate the proposed containment
concept.

4. Pursuant to Provision C.2 of Order No. 85-113 the discharger
has submitted an expanded risk assessment. The Board
intends to hold a pUblic hearing prior to June 1, 1988, to
specify an allowable concentration of EDB which may remain
unremediated in the shallow aquifer, if any.
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